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is to curb our dependence on foreign
fuel. Unfortunately, this sham of an
energy bill that we will vote on this
week would do the very opposite, mak-
ing Americans more beholden than
ever to the whims and desires of big oil
companies.

Sadly, 150,000 United States troops
are currently embroiled in a war in
Iraq that certainly is intended to en-
sure that the U.S. has access to Middle
East oil.

President Bush and the Republican
leaders in Congress claim they want
democracy to take hold in Iraq. But if
a democratic Iraq really is wanted,
then we need to do two things right
here at home.

First, we must craft a viable national
energy policy that encourages the de-
velopment and use of renewable
sources of energy. Second, we must re-
move our troops from harm’s way by
withdrawing United States military
forces from Iraq, giving Iraqis and Iraqi
oil back to the people of Iraq.

I have introduced legislation to ac-
complish this: H.R. 737, the Renewable
Energy and Energy Efficiency Act of
2005. It establishes a comprehensive en-
ergy strategy that will stimulate de-
mand for more efficient energy proc-
esses and unlock the vast potential of
renewable energy sources.

I have also introduced H. Con. Res. 35
with the support of 31 of my House col-
leagues. This legislation calls on Presi-
dent Bush to begin immediate with-
drawal of U.S. troops from Iraq. If Iraq
is as stable and secure as the Bush ad-
ministration claims, then why does a
third of our standing military remain
there still fighting the Iraqi insur-
gency? Why do the men and women in
our military continue to face gunfire
and car bombs halfway around the
world? For what cause have more than
1,600 American solders and tens of
thousands of Iraqi civilians died, with
another 12,000-plus American soldiers
gravely wounded physically and men-
tally?

Mr. Speaker, our Nation’s energy and
foreign policies are interconnected.
You cannot address one without ad-
dressing the other. That is why the en-
ergy legislation that will come before
the House this week is so terribly
wrong for America.

In promoting this misguided energy
bill, the Republicans in Congress en-
sure the continuation of the deep dis-
parities of wealth in the Middle East.
These misguided policies will encour-
age future acts of terrorism which will
encourage future warfare. Instead of
relying on foreign oil for our energy
needs, let us address the source of the
problem by employing our Nation’s in-
novative expertise by promoting the
advancement of clean, renewable
sources of energy. This will keep our
air and water pure; but just as impor-
tant, it will help purify our Nation’s
foreign policy.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

0 2015

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
POE). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Maryland
(Mr. CUMMINGS) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATSON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WATSON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mr. MCcCDERMOTT addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. CORRINE
BROWN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

————
EARTH WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. INSLEE) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I come to
address the Chamber today on Earth
Week. This is the 35th anniversary of
Earth Day, something that is quite a
significant event and something that
has been very successful in American
history.

I reflect back 35 years ago, and look
how far we have come in America with
our environmental policy to improve
the conditions of our air and water,
and we have had some real successes. I
think it is appropriate once in a while
to reflect on success in our Nation.

I live in the Seattle area and on an
August day in Seattle, you look south
where on a clear day you see Mount
Rainier. It is quite a beautiful 14,600-
foot peak. In August, it was invisible.
You could not see it through the yel-
lowish haze, except maybe the top 1,000
feet or so. As a result of some bipar-
tisan efforts to reduce particulate mat-
ter and others in our air, we have been
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successful and I report you can see
Mount Rainier very clearly as long as
it is not raining, which once in a while
it does in Seattle, of course.

We have had successes all over the
country in improving our air quality as
a result.

Just another little story: When I
look out at Puget Sound just in front
of my house, 35 years ago you may not
have seen any bald eagles. They were
an endangered species and had consid-
erable problems because of some pes-
ticides in our food chain. Now, just yes-
terday before I flew out here, I saw a
great bald eagle soaring. It is a real joy
to watch him fishing, they are joined
by the ospreys frequently, and we have
had success with the bald eagle and
now people are enjoying and our
grandkids and great grandkids are
going to enjoy. We have had success.

The third success: I want to point to
some of our policies that this Congress
has adopted have been successful in
bringing more efficiencies so we do not
waste as much oil and have the pollu-
tion associated with oil.

In fact, if you will look at the graph
here, this is a graph of the auto effi-
ciency that we have had over the last
several decades, and the top line here is
for cars. The bottom line is for trucks,
and the middle line is the average of
both. You see back in 1975 our trucks
were getting about an average of 12.5,
13 miles a gallon. Our cars, on average,
were getting about 14.5 miles per gal-
lon.

Back in the mid-1970s, we adopted
some fairly ambitious goals to improve
efficiency of our cars. What did we get?
We got a tremendous boost in effi-
ciency. If you look at these rising lines
both for trucks and cars, very, very
steep curves going up, so that in about
1984-1985 we got our cars up to an aver-
age of 24 miles a gallon, our trucks up
to about 17 or 18 miles a gallon.

We had some major successes and we
did so because the country embraced
the spirit of Earth Day and embraced
this concept that we have to have for-
ward-looking, visionary environmental
policy and energy policy in this coun-
try.

In sort of one of those ironies of life
during Earth Week, we are going to
have the energy bill up here before the
House, which has major, major envi-
ronmental impacts as well as security
impacts and job and economic impacts.

I wanted to address tonight the im-
pacts on our jobs, on our security and
on our environment of the energy bill
that the House will consider this week.
I would like to start with some of the
difficulties of that bill and some of its
failures, and then I would like to move
to the good news about the vision that
we have to create a new energy future,
a visionary energy future for this coun-
try. In fact, what we call it is the new
Apollo Energy Project, and many of us
believe we need an entirely new vision-
ary, over-the-horizon plan for energy
efficiency in this country that will do
three things: first, break our addiction
to Middle Eastern oil.
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